2/21/2018

RDIfocus

No images? click here ...

ISSUE #12 NOVEMBER 2016

Pilot Projects are Ramping Up
As part of its State of the Basin (SOTB) initiative, the RDI is ramping up
efforts to help communities use indicators and assets to support research,
planning, and action. Since its inception in 2011, the RDI has worked to
support evidence-based decision making in our region, including the
release of annual State of the Basin reports and the development of the
Digital Basin in partnership with the Selkirk Geospatial Research Centre.
A total of 11 pilot projects in 9 communities will receive project scoping,
research design, analysis, reporting and training support as part of the pilot
projects. A series of Knowledge Briefs are now being released to share key
concepts and best practices in the areas of Asset-Based Rural Development
and Poverty Reduction. Pilot communities include Canal Flats, Cranbrook,
East Shore Kootenay Lake, Kimberley, Lower Columbia, Nelson, New
Denver, Revelstoke, and Rossland. Learn more...

RDI Explores the Health of the Tourism Sector
The RDI is releasing a report that details findings from interviews with 152
tourism businesses. Data was generated from community-based Business
Retention and Expansion (BRE) projects from across the region.
Community partners received research training from RDI and interviews
were conducted between 2012 and 2016. Data was analyzed by RDI
researchers at the community-level, and now at the regional level.
This sector-focused research report was initiated and prepared by the Rural
Development Institute with Kootenay Rockies Tourism providing external
review. The majority of respondents from the regional sample came from
Golden (23%), followed by Revelstoke (15%), Slocan Valley (9%), Nelson
and area (9%), and Fernie and area (8%). Results were presented at the
2016 Kootenay Rockies Tourism Industry Conference.
"This sector-focused regional BRE report is especially important in an
environment where we have little data on the challenges and opportunities
faced by businesses in our rural region," says Dr. MacDonald, Regional
Innovation Chair in Rural Economic Development. "These sector-focused
regional BRE reports will be jumping off points for future sector-focused
workforce development research. We now have an extensive database of
over 1100 companies interviewed to date and a great starting point for the
development of sector-driven labour market strategies". Learn more.

Well-Being of Social Services Sector Explored
Non-profit leaders, government staff, elected officials, funders, and others
will be interested in recent research by the Columbia Basin Rural
Development Institute (RDI), revealing not only results related to the social
well-being of our communities, but of our community groups as well.
The RDI's non-profit social sector applied research project started with a
survey of 88 social sector groups across the region, which now offers a
baseline understanding of the key characteristics, financial and human
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resources, organizational capacity, and challenges of the sector. Survey
results also report on the level of collaboration amongst groups, and the
motivations and barriers to collaboration.
Following the survey, a series of focus groups were conducted throughout
the region focused on better understanding what is working well, ideas to
strengthen the social sector, and how groups can better work together.
Findings are highlighted in the Community Conversations Research Brief.
The research also included interviews with leaders in the non-profit sector,
exploring innovation - what makes it successful and how a culture of
innovation can be fostered. Results apply to the non-profit sector but are
relevant for all areas of society. The Innovation in Action Research Brief
provides examples of innovation in our region and resources on other
Canadian social innovation organizations. Learn more.

Upcoming...

Did you know?

\\November 17 - LEARNING EVENT: GIS Day and Open
Data @ Selkirk in Castlegar

Nelson was named one of the world's SMART21 Communities
of 2017

November 23 - WEBINAR: Youth Entrepreneurship: Raising
Businesses in you Community

Apply to become a Rural Policy Fellow with the Rural Policy
Learning Commons

December 5 - LEARNING EVENT: Forging Metal Tech Alley
@ MIDAS in Trail

Federal funding has been secured to support workforce

June 19-20, 2017 - LEARNING EVENT: Learning Region
Symposium in Nelson
September 20-24, 2017 - NATIONAL CONFERENCE:
Canadian Rural Revitalization Foundation Conference in
Nelson
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development, open data, and truth and reconciliation in our
region
RDI just released their Bi-Annual Report
BRE Reports for Creston and Fernie have been released
Columbia Basin Trust is helping 50 Basin-based businesses
attend the #BCTECH Summit
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The Columbia Basin Rural Development Institute is a regional research centre with a mandate to support informed decision-making through the
provision of information, applied research and related outreach and extension support.

You’re receiving this email because of your previous interest or involvement in the RDI.
You may unsubscribe if you no longer wish to receive this newsletter.
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