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Checking in on Life in the Basin-Boundary
Every year, the Columbia Basin Rural Development Ins tute
(RDI) at Selkirk College takes stock of well-being in the
Columbia Basin-Boundary region. This region wide check-up
inves gates a number of indicators across economic, social,
cultural, and environmental topics.
The 2017 Snapshot report is now available and highlights
issues that may be cause for celebra on or concern.
For example, the region saw improvements to the business
climate over the past year, including an increase in business
counts and starts. Student enrollment has improved since the
last school year, and levels of educa onal a ainment are also
on the rise, as are wages. Spending on parks, recrea on, and
culture by our municipali es has been gradually increasing
over me and is now at an average of about 14% of total
spending.
Trends in other areas, however, indicate concern. For example,
despite the favourable business climate, the region’s workforce
suﬀered declining employment last year and a corresponding
increase in the unemployment rate. Vacancy rates have
decreased in many communi es to well below the balanced
rate of 3%. The recent Census of Agriculture shows that the
area of land farmed in our region con nues its 15-year decline,
and last year more area burned due to wildﬁre than any other
since 1940.

Every day, residents and organiza ons make decisions that
inﬂuence our region’s future. Basing these decisions on a
comprehensive understanding of related condi ons and trends
helps ensure they are sound. The primary goal of the State of
the Basin Ini a ve is to provide access to the data
communi es need to make decisions that lead to greater
economic, social, cultural, and environmental well-being. The
annual Snapshot Report provides an overview of these
condi ons and trends, while the Full Report provides details
and analysis of the whole suite of indicators.
Check out the region wide check-up for 2017 at the State of the
Basin web page. Delve into the latest condi ons and trends to
learn more about your community, the region as a whole, and
how we compare to the rest of the province and country.

Asset-Based Community Development Workshops
Coming Soon
The BC Rural Centre is bringing Peter Kenyon, the renowned
Director of the Bank of IDEAS, to our region in June. These
workshops are designed for community builders and civic
leaders who want to discover more about ABCD philosophies
and methodologies, and learn how to excite and mobilize
residents to map, connect, and celebrate their local assets and
discover what they truly care about. Workshops are coming to
Cranbrook on June 6 and Nelson June 7. Register in Advance.

Career Internship Program Accep ng Applica ons
Now more than ever businesses and organiza ons need
qualiﬁed employees, and post-secondary graduates need a kick
start to their careers. Columbia Basin Trust’s new Career
Internship program oﬀers up to $25,000 towards an intern’s
salary for the ﬁrst year. Grow your business and hire a new
grad! The Career Internship Program is now accep ng
applica ons on a ﬁrst-come, ﬁrst-served basis.

RDI Focus is a monthly e-blast highligh ng stories of well-being
in our region. You are receiving this email because you have
a ended an RDI event or have subscribed to receive updates on
RDI.
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