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State of the Basin has new home
online!
A new website makes access to State of the Basin research
easier than ever. Organiza ons across the Columbia BasinBoundary region use State of the Basin research to be er
understand their communi es and make evidence-based
decisions related to economic, social, environmental, and
cultural priori es. The new website gets this informa on into
the hands of decision-makers more rapidly and in an easy-touse format. Visit stateo hebasin.ca for up-to-date analysis of
important factors aﬀec ng regional well-being.
For example, you might be interested to know that:
Living wages in the region vary between $14 and $20 per
hour depending on the community;
There were 212 ac ve water quality no ces, such as boil
water advisories, as of June 2020;
There were 139 species of invasive plants reported in
2019, which is an increase of seven species since 2017;
Voter turnout in the 2019 federal elec on exceeded that
seen in Bri sh Columbia and Canada; and
The region’s popula on is expected to increase by 3% from
2020-2040, substan ally less than the 22% projected for
BC as a whole.

This informa on, and much more, is now available on
stateo hebasin.ca. Analyses for over 40 well-being indicators
are now online, and more are being added as new data
become available. Be sure to check back o en for up-to-date
informa on on regional priori es, such as the impacts of the
COVID-19 pandemic.
State of the Basin research is conducted by the Columbia Basin
Rural Development Ins tute at Selkirk College and is funded by
Columbia Basin Trust. The objec ves of the State of the Basin
ini a ve are to inform ci zens and organiza ons, encourage
understanding of complex issues over me, signal where
trends are similar or diﬀerent, and mo vate discussion,
informa on sharing, strategic evidence-based decisions, and
collec ve ac on.

Rural Insights Series on COVID-19
The Canadian Rural Revitaliza on Founda on (CRRF) is
producing a series of rural insights on key issues aﬀec ng rural
communi es as they face the challenges of managing the
pandemic and look to future recovery. CRRF will be publishing
reports through the Rural Insights Series: COVID-19 on a rolling
basis throughout 2020.

New data: Impacts of COVID-19 on popula on
health in BC
The Government of Bri sh Columbia recently released
preliminary results from the province-wide BC COVID-19 Speak:
Your Story, Our Future survey that was completed by almost
400,000 Bri sh Columbians this spring. Notably, 47% of
respondents experienced nega ve mental health impacts (this
rate was higher among young adults and families with children)
and roughly a third reported increased diﬃculty mee ng
ﬁnancial needs (this rate was higher among people of
colour and individuals with lower income). Click here to view
the data released on July 20 (see page 12) and here to view the
data released on August 13 (see page 20).

Selkirk College RDI Focus is a monthly e-blast highligh ng
stories of well-being in our region. You are receiving this email
because you have a ended an RDI event or have subscribed to
receive updates on the RDI.
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